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Dear Colleagues,

This year Clarke University will mark its 175th anniversary.  We greet this landmark celebrating its many 
contributions and accomplishments since beginning as a girls’ academy on the Iowa prairie in 1843.  

I, too, will mark a landmark this year – my 40th anniversary ministering in higher education.  My journey 
began at the College of Mount St. Joseph shortly after I took first vows.  I never dreamed that pragmatic 
choice would become my passion in ministry for the next four decades.  My journey has taken me from 
admissions through adult education to student life and then to the academic realm as a faculty member, 
department chair, and provost before becoming Clarke’s 15th president, a role I have held proudly and 
gratefully for 12 years.

The road I chose has had many rewards but it also required sacrificing other opportunities, ministries, 
and relationships.  For the past few years, I have felt called by the Lord to re-examine my ministerial focus 
and look at how I might serve the people of God as I approach my last decade or so in active ministry.  In 
conversation with my congregation, I have decided to retire from Clarke University on May 31, 2019.  

I do not know what the next steps will be but I expect they will take me back to Cincinnati for a time.  I left 
there in 1988 and feel a need to reconnect with my community.  I ask for your prayers as I continue to discern 
the next journey the Lord has in store for me.  

As we celebrate 175 years of outstanding achievement, we also look to the future and what is needed to meet 
the challenges facing all of higher education and ensure Clarke University celebrates its bicentennial in 2043. 
Together as a caring learning community, we must invest energy, imagination, and courage to ensure that 
Clarke University is progressive with the times in how we serve the learners of the future. 

Over the decades, our esteemed institution has changed names, moved locations, risen from major 
challenges, and become a college and then a university offering a wide array of undergraduate and graduate 
programs.  Through it all, we have resolutely lived by Mary Frances Clarke’s admonition to be progressive 
with the times in what and how we teach and faithfully embraced the BVM values of freedom, education, 
charity and justice. 

The Board of Trustees has initiated the search for Clarke’s next president and is in the final stage of selecting a 
national presidential search firm.  You will be hearing more directly from Board Chair Rob Wahlert later this 
afternoon. 

My time at Clarke has been graced.  Admittedly there have been times of challenge but far more times of 
celebration and satisfaction.  This caring learning community of students, staff, and faculty is so special.  You 
have made me think, cheer, laugh, cry and, yes, sometimes pull my hair out but I have always been immensely 
proud to serve as your president.  I leave trusting God has plans for me and with a tear in my eye and lump in 
my throat for the separation that is to come.  

Please be assured, I will continue to give my all for Clarke University and its students, staff, and faculty until 
the day of I walk out of my office for the last time.  

Warmest regards,

Joanne M. Burrows, SC, Ph.D.
President


