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COMPASS  WRITING RUBRIC: Essay (non-research based)

	CRITERION
	1 (Significantly deficient)
	2 (Somewhat deficient)
	3 (Adequate)
	4 (Proficient)

	PURPOSE 
To what degree does the writing demonstrate the writer’s intent (e.g., to narrate, describe, inform, explain, reflect on, or argue)? 
	The purpose for writing is not evident or is inappropriate to the assigned task.                                               
	· The purpose for writing is appropriate to the assigned task, but only somewhat evident.
	· The purpose for writing is appropriate to the assigned task and evident throughout most of the essay. 
	· The purpose for writing is appropriate to the assigned task and strongly evident throughout the entire essay.

	
	
	
	
	

	CONTENT (FOCUS AND DEVELOPMENT) 
To what degree does the writing have a clear focus—a thesis, controlling or main idea, or claim that challenges the reader’s thinking? To what degree is that focus supported with adequate and relevant details? To what degree do required special textual features (e.g., graphics, tables, charts) support, extend, or enhance the content of the writing?
	·  Writing lacks main idea, thesis, or claim.
	· Main idea, thesis, or claim is present but ineffective or inappropriate to the topic and purpose for writing. 
	·  Main idea, thesis, or claim is clear and appropriate to the topic and purpose for writing but lacks depth or originality.
	· Main idea, thesis, or claim is clear, appropriate to the topic and purpose for writing, possesses depth, and challenges the reader’s thinking.

	
	· Writing lacks adequate and/or relevant supporting details.
	· Supporting details are present but inadequate in number or ineffectively presented.
	· Supporting details are relevant and adequate in number, but in some cases may be only partially developed or ineffectively presented.
	· Supporting details are relevant and adequate in number; further, they are consistently well developed and effectively presented.

	
	· Required special textual features are absent or consistently do not support, extend, or enhance the content of the writing.
	· Required special textual features often do not support, extend, or enhance the content of the writing.
	· Required special textual features generally support the content of the writing.
	· Special textual features consistently and strongly support, extend, or enhance the content of the writing.

	
	
	
	
	

	CONTENT (UTILIZATION OF OUTSIDE RESOURCES) – IF REQUIRED
To what degree and how skillfully does the writing incorporate matter borrowed from outside sources, if required? To what degree have correctness guidelines for the required scholarly style been followed for in-text citations and bibliographic entries (if required)?
	· Writing does not incorporate matter borrowed from outside sources as required.
	· Writing incorporates borrowed matter as required, but often does so awkwardly or incorrectly.
	· Writing incorporates borrowed matter as required, but sometimes does so awkwardly or incorrectly.
	· Writing consistently and skillfully incorporates borrowed matter.

	
	· In-text citations and/or bibliographic entries are significantly flawed in terms of correctness.
	· Flaws in correctness of in-text citations and/or bibliographic entries are moderate in nature.
	· Flaws in correctness of in-text citations and/or bibliographic entries are minimal.
	· Flaws in correctness of in-text citations and/or bibliographic entries are absent or rare.


	CRITERION
	1 (Significantly deficient)
	2 (Somewhat deficient)
	3 (Adequate)
	4 (Proficient)

	ORGANIZATION 
How well are supporting ideas connected to each other through the use of effectively structured paragraphs and transitional devices (e.g., words, phrases, and organizational tools such as headings)? To what degree are paragraphs structured effectively (e.g., topic sentences and supporting details) so that readers can move easily and logically from beginning to end? To what degree do the introduction and conclusion fulfill their function?
	· Transitions between paragraphs or sections of the text are absent.

· Paragraphs consistently lack effective structure. 
· Introduction is absent or inappropriate.

· Conclusion is absent or inappropriate
	· Writing uses transitions, but they may be inadequate in number, awkwardly worded, or wrongly placed.

· Paragraphs frequently lack effective structure. 
· Introduction is weak or unclear.
· Conclusion is weak or unclear.
	· Writing uses transitions that are generally appropriate, adequate in number, and correctly placed.

· Paragraphs are generally structured effectively; there may be several lapses in coherence.
· Introduction is appropriate and adequately developed.
· Conclusion is appropriate and adequately developed.
	· Writing uses varied and effective transitions that are adequate in number and correctly placed.

· Paragraphs are consistently structured effectively with rare or no lapses in coherence. 
· Introduction is appropriate, fully developed, and inviting.
· Conclusion is appropriate, fully developing, and provokes ongoing thought.

	
	
	
	
	

	STYLE 
To what degree does the writing demonstrate effective syntax (sentence structure), maturity and appropriateness of language skills (word choice, vocabulary)?

To what degree does the writing demonstrate an awareness of audience in terms of characteristics, background knowledge, level of interest and level of formality?
	· Sentence structure is consistently ineffective, or immature.

· Language skills (word choice, vocabulary) consistently lacks maturity and appropriateness.

· Writing demonstrates no awareness of audience’s characteristics, background knowledge, level of interest and level of formality.
	· Sentence structure is often ineffective, or immature.

· Language skills (word choice, vocabulary) often lacks maturity and appropriateness.

· Writing demonstrates minimal awareness of audience’s characteristics, background knowledge, level of interest and level of formality.
	· Sentence structure is effective and mature most of the time.

· Language skills (word choice, vocabulary) is generally mature and appropriate. 

· Writing demonstrates adequate awareness of audience’s characteristics, background knowledge, level of interest and level of formality.
	· Sentence structure is consistently effective and mature.

· Language skills (word choice, vocabulary) is strongly and consistently appropriate to a college-level paper.

· Writing demonstrates strong awareness of audience’s characteristics, background knowledge, level of interest and level of formality.

	
	
	
	
	

	CORRECTNESS 
To what degree does the document adhere to standards governing the conventions of written expression (e.g., agreement, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling)? 
	· Writing consistently violates standards governing the conventions of written expression.
	· Writing frequently violates standards governing the conventions of written expression.
	· Writing occasionally violates standards governing the conventions of written expression. 
	· Writing consistently conforms to standards governing the conventions of written expression.

	

	FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
To what degree does the document comply with formatting requirements specified by the scholarly style adopted (e.g., title page, page headers, pagination). To what degree does the document comply with formatting requirements specified by the instructor (e.g., title page, labels and captions, word count)?
	Document does not comply with formatting requirements in terms of each of the following:

· title page

· page headers

· in-text headings

· labels and captions 
· word count/length

· number of sources
· other___________________


	Document does not comply with formatting requirements in terms of three or four of the following: 

· title page

· page headers

· in-text headings

· labels and captions
· word count/length

· number of sources
other__________________
	Document does not comply with formatting requirements in terms of one or two of the following: 

· title page

· page headers

· in-text headings

· labels and captions 
· word count/length

· number of sources
other__________________
	Document consistently complies with formatting requirements for each of the following:

· title page

· page headers

· in-text headings

· labels and captions 
· word count/length

· number of sources
other__________________



