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July 30, 2018

Dear Clarke University Community Members:

It is with mixed emotion that we acknowledge Sister Joanne Burrows’ intention to retire in May of 2019 as 
President of Clarke University.  She will be missed, and we offer her our best wishes in the next chapter of her 
life and ministry.

Since 2006, Clarke has benefitted from Sister Joanne’s steady hand, knowledge, and inspired leadership. We 
are deeply grateful for her tireless effort and unwavering commitment to prepare traditional, graduate, and 
continuing learners for careers and lives well-lived. Clarke’s BVM foundational values of Freedom, Education, 
Charity, and Justice have been the guiding principles of Sister Joanne’s presidency. 

We will take this year to commemorate Clarke University’s 175 years of service, and in doing so, we will also 
reflect on the many contributions and milestones during Sister Joanne’s tenure: 

• Moving Clarke from college to university status to reflect our commitment to serve learners of all ages 
and phases of their lives.  

• Expanding Clarke’s array of undergraduate, graduate, and continuing education programs to stay 
progressive with the times and meet the needs of our learners and needs of the market.

• New graduate programs: Doctor of Nurse Practitioner, Master of Arts in Education, Master of 
Organizational Leadership, and Master of Social Work.

• New undergraduate programs: Environmental Studies, Food Science, Interdisciplinary Studies, Sport 
Management.  

• Enhancing facilities that inspire learning within and beyond the classroom.
• Successful completion of a campus master plan and a series of strategic plans.
• Construction of the Marie Miske Center for Science Inquiry, made possible in part by the largest  

gift in Clarke history from alumna Marie Miske. 
• Creation of the Lingen Technology Commons and the Compass & Career Services Office in the  

Nicholas J. Schrup Library. 
• Development of the Jack and Rosemary Gantz Athletic Practice Center, made possible by the generous 

support of the Gantz family, to provide much needed space for growing and robust athletic programs. 

• Expanding opportunities to compete and grow beyond the classroom.
• New sports: men’s and women’s bowling, men’s and women’s lacrosse, e-sports (Fall 2018),  

football (Fall 2019).
• Membership in the Heart of America Athletic Conference, one of the nation’s premier NAIA 

conferences. 

• Caring for the whole student.
• Planning for a new student health and wellness center in Mary Josita Hall. 
• Development of the Clarke Compass.

• Developing partnerships and engaging alumni and friends to support Clarke students and the Clarke 
University mission. 

• The University’s Capital Campaign raised over $38 million, exceeding goal of $34 million.
• Initiated greater collaboration with the Iowa Catholic Collegiate Association and with Loras College to 

explore sharing of resources, expanded learning opportunities, and student support services. 
• Partnership formed with the Dubuque Community School District and Dubuque Senior High School to 

utilize the newly renovated Dalzell Field for athletic practices and competitions.  

Sister Joanne has made a significant impact on Clarke University and we are grateful for her leadership. We 
will work together in the coming year to continue moving Clarke forward while searching for Clarke’s 16th 
president. 

In accordance with Clarke’s Board policies and procedures, a search committee of six trustees, two faculty 
members, one executive administrator, and a committee secretary will be charged with this important 
assignment. The search committee will welcome two faculty representatives and one executive administrator 
who will be elected by their respective peers. 

Board members on the presidential search committee have begun interviewing and vetting professional 
search consulting firms; they are in the process of finalizing the selection of this consultant. Information on the 
selected consulting firm and membership of the search committee will be shared with you when finalized. Be 
assured that updates on the presidential search process will be provided. 

I wish to thank you, devoted faculty and staff members, for your important work as we move forward in this year 
of celebration and transition. Thank you for all you do to ensure that Clarke and its mission thrive! The reward of 
our shared commitment is reflected in the lives of our graduates.

Sincerely,

Rob Wahlert
Chair, Clarke University Board of Trustees


