
 

 

             

 
 

 

July 2019    

 

 

Dear Faculty and Staff, 

 

Happy summer! I hope this letter finds you well and engaged in the different pace that summer 

brings. It seems like yesterday I was sitting down to write this letter and noting the significance 

of Clarke celebrating our 175th anniversary. Thank you to all who found ways big and small to 

contribute to the various celebrations associated with our 175th in the past year! As we begin our 

176th year, we are looking forward to many additional celebrations associated with the start of 

our 16th President, Dr. Thomas Chesney, as well as the launch of Clarke’s intercollegiate 

competition of football! Whether you have had the chance to meet Thom or not, I am confident 

that we all will give him and his family a very warm Clarke welcome. Thom officially takes his 

post of President, July 15 and will be working closely with Cabinet and the Presidential 

Transition Team (co-led by Kate Zanger, VP for Student Life, and Mary Rose Corrigan, Board 

Chair). I also hope you will mark your calendars for our first home football game at Dalzell 

Field, Saturday, August 31, at 11am. Our Clarke Pride Football team will be taking on Central 

Methodist University, with the game broadcasted by ESPN3. 

 

As has been the case in years past, the summer has brought about some quiet time, but many of 

us have remained busy with summer activities and preparing for the year ahead. I especially want 

to highlight the work of faculty and staff who engaged local youth in various summer camps, 

academies, and Summer Scholarly Projects. Thank you also to the staff in Facilities who have 

worked very hard to complete summer construction projects while keeping our campus clean and 

welcoming to the community. We have had a number of visitors, including prospective students 

and their families, to campus and we consistently hear that the welcome is warm and the campus 

is beautiful! Again, THANK YOU for all you do for the success of our students and University! 

 

Ready or not, it is time for me to share the plans for our Opening Workshops in August! 

Attached to this email and posted online https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-

affairs/, you will find schedules for Opening Workshop days. Once again, the Faculty 

Development Committee has worked hard to schedule workshops that balance important 

necessary conversations with fun and interesting sessions for faculty development.  

 On Monday, August 19th, new and visiting faculty members will be on campus to 

participate in New Faculty Orientation activities.  

https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-affairs/
https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-affairs/


 The morning of Tuesday, August 20th, will begin for faculty and interested staff with the 

keynote address Explore: How an Adventurous Spirit Can Unlock Greatness. Michael 

Matera, an educator and inspirational speaker is offering this keynote. Additionally, 

Chuck Taft, a colleague of Michael Matera’s, and Michael will facilitate breakout 

sessions in the morning and afternoon. After lunch on the 20th, faculty and interested staff 

will continue with afternoon sessions coordinated by the Faculty Development 

Committee. 

 Wednesday, August 21st, will be the official opening of the academic year for the 

University faculty and staff community as we gather in the atrium and Jansen Music Hall 

for opening remarks by Clarke University’s 16th President, Dr. Thomas Chesney. As is 

our annual tradition, we will use the opening session to welcome all new faculty and staff 

(including our new President!) to the Clarke community. Breakout sessions for faculty 

and interested staff will continue in the morning and afternoon after the all-campus 

opening.  

 

Again, the full Opening Workshops schedule and descriptions of breakout sessions are attached 

and posted online at: https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-affairs/  

 

Be sure to look online at the academic calendar for 2019-2020 for important dates 

(https://www.clarke.edu/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Calendar-2019-20.pdf). As in years past, 

please note Convocation on Wednesday, September 11th, as the ceremonial opening of the school 

year for the campus. Classes will be dismissed from 10:50 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Please encourage 

your students to attend. Faculty members are expected to attend and process in academic regalia. 

If you need to rent academic attire, please contact the Campus Store by August 1st. 

 

I wish you a wonderful rest of the summer, and will see you in August! 

 

 

With warmest regards and appreciation, 

 
Susan R. Burns, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Academic Affairs 
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