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Dear Faculty and Staff, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the sunshine and warm summer days of July. As we 
look ahead to August, I am pleased to remind us all that this year is monumental for Clarke 
University—we officially celebrate our 175th anniversary! This noteworthy anniversary of our 
fine institution will come with many opportunities to celebrate throughout the coming year. As 
the year unfolds, I ask that you look for ways in which you and your respective departments can 
acknowledge and celebrate the historical and current accomplishments of your areas in this 175th 
year of Clarke’s existence.  
 
This summer has kept many of us busy with various transitions and welcoming of new members 
of the Clarke employee community. As Sister Joanne shared in a previous communication, Dr. 
Daisy Halvorson has taken on leadership of Financial Aid and has been working closely with our 
new Director of Financial Aid, Robert Hoover, and his staff. I have assumed responsibility for 
Admissions and have been working closely with Jolene Christensen, Director of Admissions, and 
the Admissions staff. Academic Affairs has also began the transition to our new College 
structure with the welcoming of Dr. Norma Pérez-Kahler, Dean for the College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Dr. Paula Schmidt in her new role as Dean for the College of Professional and 
Graduate Studies. Both Deans have been busy meeting with staff from various departments and 
Department Chairs getting acclimated to their new positions and planning for the coming 
academic year. We look forward to welcoming all new Clarke staff and faculty at the opening 
session in August!  
 
Although CU Registrations for incoming freshmen took place last spring semester and earlier in 
the summer, I extend my thanks to the faculty and staff who have assisted with ongoing 
recruitment of students and rolling registrations for incoming freshmen and transfers this 
summer. I also thank the faculty and staff who were involved in the Clarke/Loras Visit Day in 
June. As you may recall, as the Iowa Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
(IAICU) ended the annual tradition of Iowa Private College Week, Clarke and Loras decided to 
partner to offer prospective students the opportunity to spend a morning on one campus and 
afternoon on the other. Taking a different approach than the traditional IPCW visit, Clarke 
highlighted a few programs for prospective students and their parents and then ended the 
afternoon with an optional tour of the residence halls. The parents and students I spoke with 
greatly appreciated the University overview and spoke of their desire to come back and learn 
more. Although we will likely make some tweaks to the Clarke/Loras visit in the future, again, I 
am appreciative of the faculty and staff who worked hard to make sure students and parents had 
a positive and inviting experience.  
 



As was the case last year, rather than mailing print copies of schedules and letters for our 
opening workshops, you will find schedules for Opening Workshop days and activities attached 
to this email and posted online at: https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-affairs/ 
 
On Monday, August 20th, new and visiting faculty members will be on campus to participate in 
New Faculty Orientation activities. The schedule for Tuesday and Wednesday is a little different 
this year as Clarke and Loras are sharing a keynote speaker for the kickoff of our Tuesday 
morning workshops. As you will see on the schedule, the morning of Tuesday, August 21st, will 
begin for faculty and select staff at Loras College, and continue with an afternoon session back 
on Clarke’s campus on the topic of campus safety and security. Wednesday, August 22nd, will 
be the official opening of the academic year for the University faculty and staff community as we 
gather in the atrium and Jansen Music Hall for opening remarks by Sister Joanne. As is our 
annual tradition, we will use the opening session to welcome new faculty and staff to the Clarke 
community. This all-campus opening will be followed by breakout sessions for faculty and 
interested staff in the morning and afternoon.  
 
This year, the Faculty Development Committee has worked hard to schedule workshops that 
balance important necessary conversations (e.g., Clarke Compass revision) with development 
sessions (e.g., Understanding Transgender, Creating Inclusive Classrooms, Moodle, Universal 
Design for Learning, etc.). Again, schedule and descriptions of all breakout sessions are attached 
and posted online at: https://www.clarke.edu/faculty-and-staff/academic-affairs/ 
 
 
Be sure to look online at the academic calendar for 2018-2019 for important dates 
(https://www.clarke.edu/wp-content/uploads/Academic-Calendar-2018-19.pdf). As in years past, 
please note Convocation on Wednesday, September 12th, as the ceremonial opening of the school 
year for the campus. Classes will be dismissed from 10:50 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Please encourage 
your students to attend. Faculty members are expected to attend and to wear academic regalia. If 
you need to rent academic attire, please contact the Campus Store by August 1st. 
 
I wish you a wonderful rest of the summer, and will see you August! 
 
 
With warmest regards and appreciation, 

 
Susan R. Burns, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
 
 


